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Downloading and Installing Adobe® Digital Editions 4.5 for Use with OverDrive eBooks (NOT for Kindle Users) 
Adobe® Digital Editions software is required by several eReader devices (those without a modern browser) to access eBooks from the 
OverDrive Digital Downloads website. (To determine if your device requires Adobe® Digital Editions, see https://help.overdrive.com/en-
us/devices.htm.) Step-by-step directions for installing the required software on a Windows computer are included in this handout to help 
you get started. In this handout, anything that you will click is displayed in a Bold font. There are two parts to the initial process. 

1. Install Adobe® Digital Editions on your computer. 
2. Authorize Adobe® Digital Editions with your computer. 

These steps only need to be done initially. Once they are completed, you will simply download the eBooks you wish to read into Adobe® 
Digital Editions on your computer and then transfer them to your device. 
 
Part One: Installing Adobe® Digital Editions on Your Computer 
 
1. Go to www.adobe.com/solutions/ebook/digital-editions.html 
 
 
 
2. The Adobe® Digital Editions link will 

open the Adobe® website. Click the 
Download link to start the process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. The Adobe® Digital Editions/Download page displays. You will have the option to select to download Adobe® Digital Editions for 

Macintosh or Windows. Click the one that is appropriate for your operating system. 
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4. Depending on your web browser, open the ADE download file. 
 
5. A User Account Control window may display with the following message: 

Do you want to allow the following program to make changes to this computer?  
Program Name: Adobe Digital Editions  
Verified Publisher: Adobe Systems Incorporated 
File Origin: Downloaded from the Internet 

Click Yes to allow the installation to continue. 
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6. An Adobe® Digital Editions Setup: License Agreement window displays. Use the scroll bar to read the agreement, then click the   “I 
accept the terms in the License Agreement” box, and click Next.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7. Another Adobe® Digital Editions Setup window displays. You 

can select where you would like to place shortcuts on your 
computer to launch the program once it is installed. The default 
setting is to place them on the Start Menu, the Desktop, and 
the Quick Launch toolbar. Click the boxes to remove 
checkmarks if you do not want a shortcut in that location. It is 
highly recommended that you keep the first box “Associate 
.acsm and .epub file types” checked. Click Next to continue.  
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8. The setup continues by offering the option to change the 

default Destination Folder for the program download. Use the 
Browse button to change the location or accept the default 
setting and click Install. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. When the installation is complete, the status bar reaches the 

right margin and the word Completed displays. Click Close. 
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10. Adobe® Digital Editions opens. 
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Part Two: Authorizing the Computer with Adobe® Digital Editions 
 
1. Open Adobe® Digital Editions if it does not automatically open after installation. An icon for Adobe® Digital Editions can 

be found on your desktop if you accepted the default settings of the setup.  
 
2. Click Help in the menu bar to display the Help menu options. Click Authorize Computer. 
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3. Enter an Adobe ID and Password if you have one. 
 

OR 
 

Click the Create an Adobe ID link.  
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5. An Adobe® page displays. Close your Internet browser and return to Adobe® Digital 
Editions. 
 
6. Enter the newly created Adobe ID and password. Then click Authorize.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. An Adobe ID Create an account page displays. Complete the registration information. Once all information has been entered, 
click Create account. 
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7. A dialog box might briefly display stating, “Authorizing Your Computer. Please wait while your computer is being authorized.” 
 
8. Once the authorization is complete, a dialog box stating, “Your Computer Has Been Authorized” displays. Click OK. The first time 

you transfer an OverDrive eBook to your device, your device will be authorized with the same Adobe ID used to authorize your 
computer. 
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