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 GENEALOGICAL RESEARCHERS 
 
The reference staff of the Midwest Genealogy Center, Mid-Continent Public Library, Independence, 
Missouri cannot do extensive genealogical research for people.  If you are unable to visit the Library in 
person, or if you need searches in other records, you may wish to employ someone to do research for 
you. 
 
The following researchers have expressed a willingness to conduct research for hire and have asked to 
be placed on this list. It should be clearly understood that the list is provided as a service for your 
convenience and does not constitute an endorsement by the Library.  If mailing, we suggest you 
enclose a legal size self-addressed stamped envelope with your initial inquiry.  The Friends of the 
Missouri State Archives, PO Box 242, Jefferson City MO 65102 will also provide a Researchers List. 
 

 

Abigail Yates Addington    (816) 590-0661 (816) 254-6514 
2418 Ellison Way     e-mail: candasay@earthlink.net 
Independence, MO 64055-2042 
Researcher and genealogy teacher. Specializes in Midwest and eastern U.S. states research, 
courthouse records, Native American and Quaker records. In all 48 states: obituaries, state historical 
societies, public libraries, census records, old history books, and all printed sources; PERSI records, 
missing heirs, Internet search, lost people search.  Published author; 20 years experience. 
 

Connie Beam       (816) 356-0488 
5121 S. Norfleet     e-mail: conbeam7354@sbcglobal.net 
Independence MO 64055                                                                                                                           
30 years experience.  Has done extensive research in many states, going to state historical societies, 
courthouses, public libraries, and cemeteries.  Will go to cemeteries in a 25-mile radius of home 
address to search for a stone and take a digital picture. Internet census research as well as death and 
birth records when available and will search for obituaries in the Kansas City and Independence 
newspapers.  Will search in old country history books and family genealogy books when available. 

 

Mary Clement Douglass    (785) 643-5797 
259 N Kansas Avenue    e-mail: mdoug_hm@yahoo.com 
Salina, KS 67401-8515    website: www.historical-matters.com 
Specialist in Kansas research, land records, and genealogical education. More than 30 years 
experience as historian, genealogist, author, curator, and teacher.  Lectures nationally on Kansas 
resources and genealogical methodology. Published author in Ancestry’s Red Book (2004), National 
Genealogical Society Quarterly, Everton’s Genealogical Helper, Family Chronicle, and Ancestry 
magazines. Member, Association of Professional Genealogists. 
 

Deb Eberle Downard,     (417) 622-1404 

Tree Tracer Genealogy Research   email: ddownard@kc.rr.com 
“Researching family trees, branch by branch.” 

 

Denise Gripp, DBA Ever-After Enterprises (515) 961-8277 or  (515) 402-0337 
311 E 4th Avenue     email: gripper5@mchsi.com 
Indianola, IA 50125-2912 
Over 17 years of genealogical research experience, with an innate knack for that “needle in a haystack.” 
Subscribed to a wide variety of genealogical and historical societies/libraries, with access to numerous 
online databases. Large or small research projects/requests welcome; low rates; love road trips. 
Testimonials available upon request. 
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Alice Henson        (573) 635-1395 
1333 Bonita Paseo     e-mail: Thehensons@aol.com 
Jefferson City MO 65109 
County records on film at Missouri State Archives, Jefferson City; travel to courthouses within 100 miles. 
 Full time researcher. 
 

Rowena I. Horr        (785) 354-1087 
1521 N.E. Madison         e-mail: ghorr1@cox.net 
Topeka KS 66608 
Central States. Area county courthouses.  Materials at Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka; Topeka 
Public Library; Topeka Genealogical Society.  Cemeteries and old homes for pictures.  Over 12 yrs 
experience.   
 

Dorris Keeven-Franke    (636) 221-1524 
323 Olive Streeet     e-mail: dorris@keeven-franke.com  
Washington, MO 63090      
Research in early German emigrants to Missouri and pioneer families associated with the Boone family 
in St. Charles County. 
 

Joan Kunkel        (417) 358-6494 
5540 Co. Road 120     email: joke@ecarthage.com 
Carthage MO 64836 
Professional Genealogist.  Courthouses of SW MO. State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia.  
Missing heirs. Regular trips to Salt Lake City. 
 

Joan Kusek      (913) 648-8725  or (913) 449-7357 
9640 Walmer      e-mail: vntgprdcts@everestkc.net 
Overland Park, KS 66212    website: http://www.VintageProducts.com 
Over 20 years of research experience; former instructor of genealogy at local Junior College, former 
President of Johnson County Genealogical Society, and publisher of records for Wyandotte County. 
Kansas, Jackson County, Missouri, and Bates County, Missouri. Specializes in U.S. research, 
Wyandotte County, Kansas, Jackson County, Missouri, Johnson County, Kansas, and Native American 
research. Has personal collection of Wyandotte County, Kansas funeral, cemetery and sexton records 
and Native American records. Research conducted in courthouses to include land, wills, guardianship, 
probate, marriages, and naturalizations; National Archives research (census, war records, 
naturalizations, Native American), libraries, LDS, Kansas State Historical Society and online. Will travel 
outside Kansas City within 100 miles. 
 

Sharlene Miller     (816) 233-7241 
20788 Orchard Lane     e-mail: smiller@stjoelive.com 
St. Joseph, MO 64505 
Expertise in Buchanan County, MO. Also NW Missouri, SE Nebraska, SW Iowa and NE Kansas. 
 

Robert Nicholas     (913) 548-1634     
Kansas City, MO area     e-mail: genealogy@ancestorexplorer.com 
       website:  www.ancestorexplorer.com 
Former Ancestry Expert Genealogy researcher with several years’ experience in birth, marriage, 
divorce, death, naturalization, military, wills, probate, and land records. Also, court, tax, voting and police 
records, and deeds.  Will produce family history and kinship reports, cemetery transcription, tombstone, 
old home and building photography. Will also research newspapers for vital records information. 
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Saundra Peddicord, AG                          (660) 439-2494 
6132 Jacks Branch Trail                    e-mail: ramlog@grm.net 
Albany, MO 64402 
Accredited genealogist, 40 years experience in Midwest United States and family history research. 
 

Marilyn J. Smith     (913) 642-3948 
10235 Conser      e-mail: msmith9470@aol.com 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
Will be happy to research your family at Kansas City, Missouri, Public Library, National Archives, 
Kansas City or Kansas City area. 
 

Brian H. Schneden (913) 660-0656 or (202) 239-5401 
Schneden Associates LLC e-mail: brian,schneden@genealinc.com 
625 E. Acorn St. website: http://www.genealinc.com 
Gardner, KS  66030 
Over 30 years experience; multiple areas of research and geographical areas, specializing in Germanic 
genealogy. Member of the Association of Professional Genealogists, National Genealogical Society. 
Charter/Founding member of the American Schleswig-Holstein Heritage Society. Principle of 
Genealinc™ a full service genealogical firm engaged in world-wide genealogical based investigations, 
research and consultative services. Genealinc™ is the genealogical, education, and travel services 
branch of Schneden Associates LLC, based in the Kansas City area. 
 

Marc D. Thompson e-mail: marc@familyhistorygenealogist.com 
708 Enfield Road  website: http://www.familyhistorygenealogist.com 
Delray Beach, FL 33444  
25 years experience in the field and founded the WSY Genealogical Society, Cumberland, PA in 1999. 
Specialties include North America, Western Europe, African-American and Native American research. 
 

Christine Webster  (816) 224-3346 or 786-4939 
Blue Springs, MO email: cdwebster@sbcglobal.net 
Austrian/German historian with PhD from the University of Vienna, Austria and M.A. in U.S. history. 
Extensive experience in all types of archive and library research.  Native German language speaker; 
translates documents from German to English and vice versa; also from Spanish into English. Proficient 
at reading Old German script. Member of Mid-America Chapter of American Translators Association. 
 

Todd White (816) 304-9801 
Family History Detective e-mail: info@myfamilyhistorydetective.com 
Kansas City, MO 64114 website:  www.myfamilyhistorydetective.com 
Full-time genealogist and founder of Family History Detective. Specializes in problem solving difficult 
cases. Member of the Association of Professional Genealogists, the National Genealogical Society, the 
Missouri State Historical Society and various other societies. Runs a website with over 1100 members 
that teaches individuals tips and resources to successfully find their ancestors. Volunteers as an indexer 
for Family Search and as a photographer for Findagrave.com. Can be reached via email or by phone for 
a free consultation.  
 

Andrew Witter       (319) 835-3960 
2056 255th Street     e-mail: ajwitter@iowatelecom.net 
Donnellson, IA        
Translator with over 15 years professional experience.  Translation of the following languages into 
English:  German, Dutch, Swedish, Danish, and Norwegian.  Experience translating vital records, 
certificates, minutes, letters, poems, songs, articles, and books.  Can read both handwriting and 
machine-printed form.  
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Legacy Tree Genealogy (801) 783-1277 
P.O. Box 4042 e-mail:  info@legacy-tree.com 
Salt Lake City, UT  84110  website:  www.legacy-tree.com 
Professional Genealogists available at Legacy Tree Genealogy include: 

Terra Kay Costin, B.A. Family History - Genealogy   
Specialties: Midwest United States, Southern United States   
 
Renee Furgeson, B.A. Family History – Genealogy, B.A. History   
Internship at Public Record Office in London &Internship at Western Regional U.S. National Archives  
Specialties: British Isles, Colonial New England   
Susan Stell Griffith, B.A. Family History – Genealogy, 18 years experience  
Specialties:  British Isles, United States   
 
Jo Lynne Harline, 13 years experience, Professional Lecturer and Author  
Specialties: Native American, Southern United States   
  
E. Wade Hone, 27 years experience, Professional Lecturer and Author  
Specialties: United States, Scandinavia, South Africa, Germany and Eastern Europe, including Austria, Slovenia, 
Croatia, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic, Knowledge of Eastern European languages including 
Cyrillic script   
 
Willis F. Mabey, 18 years experience  
Specialties: United States, Germany, Scandinavia, Italy, The Netherlands, Holland, Immigration, Military records 
  
Roger D. Magneson, Family History Library Staff, MLS, Emporia State University   
Specialties: Medieval Families, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Croatia 
  
Rebekah E. Morrill, B.A. Family History - Genealogy  
Specialties:  British Isles. United States, Canada   
  
George Ott, 34 years experience, Founding Member, Association of Professional Genealogists 
Professional Lecturer and Author  
Specialties: United States, Italy   
  
Angela C. Peterson, Accredited Genealogist, 38 years experience, B.A. London  
Specialties:  England, including old handwriting and Latin, Scotland, British in India, South Africa, French Canada, 
French Huguenot, Swiss Huguenot   
 
Dan S. Poffenberger, Accredited Genealogist, Minor in Family & Community History, Family History Library Consultant  
Specialties:  England, Scotland, & Ireland, Midwestern United States, New England, Immigration   
 
Vivian Smith,,B.A. Linguistics, Languages: Hebrew, Latin, Old English 
Specialties:  United States, England   
 
Anna St. Clair, B.A. Family History - Genealogy  
Specialty: United States   
 
Mike St. Clair, Fellow, National Genealogical Society, Professional Lecturer  
Specialties: United States, Canada, Early LDS genealogy   
 
Mindi Stevens, 25 years experience   
Specialties: Mid-Atlantic United States, New England, French Canada  
  
Jessica M. Taylor, B.A. Family History - Genealogy  
Specialties: British Isles, United States, Early LDS genealogy  
 
Milan Tyler-Pohontsch, 17 years experience 
Specialties:  German, Polish, Czech, and Slovak research, Reads and translates old German handwriting and 
genealogical Latin 
  
Vona Williams, Accredited Genealogist, Certified Genealogical Record Specialist, Family History Library Consultant 
Specialties:  England, Scotland, & Ireland, Reads old handwriting & genealogical Latin  
 


