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General Information about OverDrive eBooks 
 
 

 You will use your library card number to check out eBooks. Your 
library card must be in good standing. 

 
 You cannot check out eBooks with an Internet card. 
 
 If your library card is new, was recently replaced or renewed, or 

if money was recently paid to unblock your library card, it will 
take up to one hour before you can check out eBooks. 

 
 If your card number changes (i.e. lost card), email your new card 

number to info@mymcpl.org so your OverDrive account can be 
updated and your holds and checkouts can be moved to the new 
card number. This email address also appears on the OverDrive 
website’s Sign In page. 

 
 You can have a total of 20 OverDrive items (eBooks and 

audiobooks) checked out at one time. 
 

 eBooks can be checked out for 7, 14, or 21days. You select the 
checkout period when you are checking out the eBook. You can 
check in an eBook before it is due if you finish it early.  

 
 You do not have to return your eBooks when you are done 

reading them. The title is immediately returned to the library 
once the lending period has expired, although the file will remain 
on your computer or device until you delete it. If the lending 
period has expired, you will not be able to open the file. 

 
 You cannot renew eBooks. You can check out a title again as long 

as it is available. 
 
 You may place 20 OverDrive items (eBooks and audiobooks) on 

hold at one time. 
 
 

 If you place an item on hold, you will receive an email when the 
item becomes available. You will have three days from the time 
the email notification is sent to sign in to OverDrive and check 
out the item. 

 
 eBook checkouts and holds through OverDrive do not appear on 

your Mid-Continent account. 
 

 The Buy It Now feature will display an option to purchase an 
eBook or digital audiobook from a retail partner. A portion of the 
purchase price goes to support the library’s digital collection. 

 
 The Recommend feature will display an option to suggest adding 

titles to the digital collection. Recommended titles will be 
evaluated and considered for purchase according to our 
Collection Management Policy and budget. 

 
 Mid-Continent’s public computers can be used to search for and 

check out eBooks using the OverDrive Digital Downloads 
website. The public computers can be used to transfer eBooks to 
only Kindle devices since special software is not required for 
Kindle devices. (The same guidelines apply to staff computers. 
Connecting your non-Kindle device to a staff computer will 
interfere with the authorization of your device and will render it 
unusable with your own computer and software.) 

 
 Most eReaders are compatible with OverDrive. A full list of 

compatible devices is available on OverDrive’s Digital Downloads 
website. 

 
 You can use a Mac with OverDrive eBooks. 


